Modernity’s Cultural Politics:

INSTITUTE
RESEARCH

China in Context

14.00 - 18.15, Friday 23 October (with registration from 13.30)
10.30 - 18.00, Saturday 24 October (with registration from 10.00)

Kenneth Clark Lecture Theatre, The Courtauld Institute of Art, Somerset House, Strand, London
WC2R OR

To book a place: £25 (E15 concessions
and/or students; free for Courtauld students,
but pre-booking is required). Please send a
cheque made payable to ‘Courtauld Institute
of Art’ to: Research Forum Events
Coordinator, The Courtauld Institute of Art
Research Forum, Somerset House, Strand,
London WC2R ORN, clearly stating that you
wish to book for the ‘Modernity’s Cultural
Politics: China conference’. Or call 020 7848
2785/2909 to make a credit card booking. Or,
for further information, send an email to
ResearchForumEvents@courtauld.ac.uk

Xiao Lu, Dialogue, 1989. Installation and performance. © Courtesy the artist

‘Modernity’s Cultural Politics: China in Context’ is a two-day conference that considers the formations and
functions of cultural production, in representing and intervening ethico-politically into the ongoing projects of
modernity, particularly when modernities intersect with processes of globalisation. The conference will focus
on the incomplete projects of Chinese modernities, through panels on critical theory, contemporary art, film
and documentary, media and the public sphere, with invited speakers from Asia, the US and the UK. Topics
include, but are not limited to: the intellectual legacy of post-Tienanmen modern critical theory; the politics of
postwar and contemporary art in traditional and experimental media, as they are affected by postcoloniality,
globalisation, feminism and the cultural revolution; the ways in which film — commercial film, auteur film, and
documentary — imagine modern politics and publics, and reflect/resist the logic of capital; the conditions of
modern media in an age of intellectual property and social media, as significant forces in how culture
intervenes into the tumultuous processes of modernity, and the modern nation’s struggle for self-definition.

Organised by Dr. Julian Stallabrass & Jeannine Tang

This event has been made possible through the generous support of LCACE (London Centre for Arts and
Cultural Exchange) and the British Academy

BRITISH
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festival
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PROGRAMME

Friday 23 October 2009

13.30 - 14.00
14.00 - 14.10
14.10 - 14.35
14.35 -15.00
15.00 - 15.15
15.15-15.45
15.45-16.15
16.15-16.20
16.20 — 16.45
16.45-17.10
17.10-17.35
17.35-17.45
17.45-18.15
18.15

Registration

Introductory remarks: Jeannine Tang (The Courtauld Institute of Art)
Session 1: Media and The Public Sphere

Xin Xin (University of Westminster, China Media Centre), Citizen Journalism,
Mainstream Journalism and Social Change in China

Tsering Topgyal (London School of Economics), An Etiology of the 2008 Uprising in
Tibet

Response Michel Hockx (School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London)

Roundtable moderated by Harriet Evans (University of Westminster)
TEA BREAK
Session 2: Film and Documentary

Introduction Soyoung Yoon (Purchase College, Stanford University)

Xudong Zhang (New York University), Market Socialism and Its Discontent: Jia
Zhangke's Cinematic Representation of China’s Transition in the Age of Global
Capital

Una Chung (Sarah Lawrence College), The Itinerant Analyst and the Interpretation of
Cultural Transitions in Dai Sijie’'s Mr Muo’s Traveling Couch (2003

Yingjin Zhang (University of San Diego), Third Space in-between Polylocality: China,
Modernity, Globalisation

Response Soyoung Yoon (Purchase College, Stanford University)

Roundtable moderated by Soyoung Yoon (Purchase College, Stanford University)

Reception

Saturday 24 October 2009

10.00 — 10.30
10.30 — 10.40
10.40 — 11.05
11.05 — 11.30

Registration

Introductory remarks: Jeannine Tang (The Courtauld Institute of Art)

Session 3: Art Matters

Joan Kee (University of Michigan, Ann Arbor), Why Chinese Paintings Are So Large
Paul Gladston (University of Nottingham at Ningbo, China), Curatorial Discourse and

the Limits of Speech — Critical Reflections on the Third Guangzhou Triennial: Farewell
to Post-Colonialism
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11.30 - 12.00

12.00 - 12.25
12.25-12.50
12.50 - 13.20
13.20 - 15.00
15.00 - 15.25
15.25 - 15.50
15.50 - 16.20
16.20 - 16.45
16.45-17.00
17.00 — 18.00
18.00

TEA BREAK

Winnie Wong (Massachusetts Institute of Technology), ‘To Paint Whatever You Want
To Paint’: Fictions of Creativity from Dafen Village

Adele Tan (The Courtauld Institute of Art), Wrapping It Up: The Bindings of Modernity
in Chinese Performance Art

Roundtable moderated by Jeannine Tang and Adele Tan (The Courtauld Institute of
Art)

BREAK FOR LUNCH

Session 4: Critical Theory after Dushu

Chaohua Wang (Academica Sinica, Taiwan), A Backward-looking Superpower? —
China's Ideological Turns since the 1990s

Peter Osborne (Middlesex University), ‘Modernity’ in Context

TEA BREAK

Tani E. Barlow (Rice University), ‘On the Surface of a Round Mind’ and the Advent of
Society

Response: Zhang Xudong (New York University)
Roundtable moderated by Julian Stallabrass (The Courtauld Institute of Art)

Reception
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